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MEDIA PLEASE NOTE:  The companion piece is "The Wine Tasting Rooms of Downtown Old Town Temecula"

Downtown Old Town Temecula

With a backdrop of untouched hillsides that bloom with lilac in spring, dynamic Downtown Old Town Temecula is Temecula Valley Southern California Wine Country's lively entertainment-dining-shopping district. The vibrant, pedestrian-friendly, hip and historic, 12-block neighborhood melds genuine respect and appreciation for the Old Town Temecula legacy with casual, contemporary, Downtown Temecula style and enthusiasm. 

Visitors enjoy Downtown Old Town Temecula for its festive special events, lively nightlife and entertainment; friendly restaurants, cafe's, and coffee houses; welcoming wine tasting rooms and wine bars; and noteworthy collection of unique, specialty stores and boutiques with something for everyone – from art and antiques to vintage records. The Old Town district is especially popular for festive, holiday shopping.

History
Gateway Arches at the northern and southern entrances to Down Town Old Town Temecula depict themes from Temecula Valley history. In 1859, the first U.S. post office was established in Temecula. Marking Temecula's permanence and importance, the year ‘1859’ is boldly detailed and centered on each Gateway Arch. This was the era of the Butterfield Stage. In the more than 150 years since, Temecula has seen many influences and several incarnations.

The Temecula town site was established with arrival of the railroad in 1882; those railroad days endured into the 1930s. Today, more than a dozen historical properties dating as far back as the 1890s still exist and have been repurposed and reopened in Downtown Old Town Temecula.

Just as the stagecoaches and railroad had done, new roads in the early 1900s helped to open up Temecula to the outside world. The Inland Highway (the first, paved, two-lane, county road and ancestor of Highway 395) was built through Temecula in 1915. Until 1949 it ran down Front Street where restaurants, gas stations, and motels served those travelling through the Temecula Valley.

Meanwhile, from the 1800s until the 1960s, cattle were the backbone of the Temecula Valley economy with great cattle drives from the backcountry. In 1905, cattle baron Walter Vail began buying vast acreage surrounding the town of Temecula. By 1947, the Vail Ranch included more than 87,500 acres. Walter's son, Mahlon Vail managed the operation for many years and Temecula's Old West lifestyle flourished. 

In 1964, the Vails announced the sale of their ranch to a consortium of developers who had plans for a semi-urban, pastoral, master-planned community to be known as Rancho California. When the City of Temecula was incorporated in 1989, residents voted to retain the name of the original Native American village and eventual railroad town site.

Special Events
Throughout the year, Downtown Old Town Temecula is host to variety of festive, signature, special events including:
· Old Town Temecula Spring Rod Run (second Friday-Saturday in March) with hundreds of pre-1974 vehicles attracting 20,000 auto enthusiasts.
· Old Town Temecula Bluegrass Festival (third full Friday-Sunday in March) with jubilant concerts and jam session throughout the streets of Old Town and at the Old Town Temecula Community Theater.
· Old Town Temecula Western Days & Chili Cookoff (third full Saturday-Sunday in May) with Old West characters, music, trick ropers, bank robbery, and International Chili Society Cookoff.
· Old Town Temecula Street Painting Festival & Plein Air Festival (Saturday-Sunday after Father's Day) with vibrant murals on asphalt, outdoor painting on canvas, and music.
· Star-Spangled 4th of July Parade in Downtown Old Town Temecula (morning of July 4).
· Hot Summer Nights in Downtown Old Town Temecula (Fridays, after 4th of July through Labor Day weekend) with live bands playing on stages and patios throughout the district.
· Old Town Temecula Outdoor Quilt Show (first Saturday in October) with hundreds of quilts and thousands of yards of fabric turning Old Town into a colorful, patchwork display.
· Old Town Temecula Fall Rod Run (second Friday-Saturday in October) with hundreds of pre-1974 vehicles attracting 30,000 auto enthusiasts. 
· Santa's Electric Light Parade in Downtown Old Town Temecula (first Friday in December) with a festive, nighttime, illuminated procession.
· Winterfest Holidays in Downtown Old Town Temecula  (Friday after Thanksgiving through New Year's Day) with tens of thousands of twinkling lights; the popular, holiday ice skating rink on Town Square; the Nutcracker ballet and other holiday performances at Old Town Temecula Community Theater.
· New Year's Eve Celebration on Town Square & Great Temecula Grape Drop in Downtown Old Town Temecula (December 31) with live music, entertainment, and special dinner menus and celebrations at Old Town restaurants and venues; plus East Coast (9pm) and West Coast (midnight) countdowns and the descent of the illuminated 8-foot by 4-foot grape bunch.

Every Saturday morning, is the popular Old Town Temecula California-Certified Farmers Market. Locals and visitors alike flock to enjoy the festive atmosphere and fill their shopping bags with a bounty of fresh, seasonal fruits and vegetables, eggs, and fresh-cut flowers, plus artisan foods, fresh baked goods, kettle corn, and arts and crafts.
*Please also see “Shopping in Temecula Valley Southern California Wine Country”
*Please also see the Event Calendar at VisitTemecula.org

Nightlife and Entertainment
Mornings find visitors and locals sipping java at Downtown Old Town Temecula coffee houses. With Temecula City Hall and numerous professional office buildings in Old Town, local professionals go about their business, while visitors browse, shop, and dine. Come dusk, Old Town Temecula comes to life with visitors and locals alike, at restaurants, wine tasting rooms and wine bars, where live music and entertainment abound. 

The hip and historic district also has the Old Town Temecula Community Theater, a contemporary, state-of-the-art, 361-seat theater showcasing fine artistic talent and presenting excellent theatrical performances and concerts. 

Next door to the theater is the circa 1890, red-brick Burnham Store, later Temecula Mercantile, and now The MERC, a popular small, concert venue and art gallery. The MERC features live jazz, Thursdays; rock and alternative, Fridays; country, Saturdays; classical, Sundays; and an ever-changing display of works by local artists in the lobby-gallery.
*Please see the companion piece, "The Wine Tasting Rooms of Downtown Old Town Temecula" 
*Please also visit the Event Calendar at VisitTemecula.org

Spots to Stroll, Dine, and Shop
Downtown Old Town Temecula is perfect for walking, and has wonderful dining and shopping. Looking east up Main Street from the bridge at Pujol, the new Mission Revival-style Civic Center and Town Square are an impressive site. With a remarkable fountain inspired by the textural design of Luiseño basket artistry, the new landmark is the centerpiece of Old Town.

Also on Main Street near the bridge, families with children discover Pennypickle's Workshop Children's Museum with fun learning experiences, and science-based educational toys and experiments. Down the block is The Bank Mexican Restaurant, rich in history and culinary expertise. The 1914 First National Bank of Temecula building serves fabulous, authentic, Mexican food, margaritas, and 50+ tequilas. 

Across the street, in the 1905 Welty Building is Temecula Olive Oil Company, an establishment known far and wide for its sustainably grown, 100% California, 100% extra virgin olive oil. Complimentary olive oil tastings are offered daily. Down the boardwalk behind rustic gates is The Painted Garden with unique garden art, succulents, and ivy.

Down the district's main thoroughfare (Old Town Front Street), near Old Town's southern Gateway Arch, Baily's and Front Street Bar & Grill share a handsome building. Baily's features fine, California/Continental cuisine and a weekly prix fixe menu. Front Street Bar & Grill is upscale, casual with patio dining and a menu that showcases Cajun, barbecue, and gourmet burgers. Late nights, the upstairs becomes the popular club, Eleven After Dark.

Uphill bordering Mercedes Street and across from the Civic Center is Sweet Lumpy's BBQ. Specialties include ribs, pulled pork, beef brisket, and tri-tip. Next to the Temecula Parking Garage (parking is free) is the Temecula Valley Convention & Visitors Bureau Visitor's Center. Open 7 days, it is the source for visitor information, and answers to many Temecula Valley Southern California Wine Country questions. In the next block north, the Penny Dome office building is within site with its European-inspired balconies and shining copper dome.

Back on Old Town Front Street, Old Town Sweet Shop has fresh fudge, truffles, and an amazing selection of jelly bellys and retro candy. Up Fifth Street is Old Town Spice Merchants where recycled 100-year-old barn beams support shelves of fine spice and herb blends, sea salts, and teas. Next door is Palumbo's Ristorante with a menu of Southern Italian Cuisine and a variety of local Temecula Valley wines; the bread, raviolis, sausage, meatballs, soups, and sauces are all house-made.

The northern section of Old Town is ideal for imaginative shopping with a collection of novelty, special stores and boutiques. Just beyond Old Town Temecula's northern Gateway Arch, is Sam Hicks Park, with the "They Passed This Way" monument, a testament to the brave explorers and pioneers who traveled through Temecula in the years as the West was being settled. In honor of their pioneering spirit, dozens of names are etched in the locally quarried, 150-ton, granite memorial.

Across the way, the Temecula Valley History Museum is an excellent place to explore Temecula's reverence for the past. Key stories are honored and depicted through a variety of exhibits. The museum also provides docent-led walking tours of historic Old Town Temecula for groups of 10 people or more, by advance reservation.

Downtown Old Town Temecula has a surprising number of excellent restaurants, bistros, cafe's, and coffee houses, as well as antique, collectible and specialty stores and boutiques.
*Please also see "Shopping in Temecula Valley Southern California Wine Country."
~
Casual, picturesque Temecula Valley Southern California Wine Country is located just 1 hour from Orange County and Palm Desert, and 1 1/2 hours from Los Angeles. For more information about the three inviting destinations that contribute to a full, robust experience -- Downtown Old Town Temecula, Temecula Valley So Cal Wine Country, and Pechanga Resort & Casino -- please go to VisitTemecula.org, join "Temecula Valley Southern California Wine Country" on Facebook, and follow @Visit_Temecula on Twitter; or call 888/363-2852 or 951/491-6085.

Please note: Information is believed to be accurate but may be subject to change.
###
