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MEDIA PLEASE NOTE:  The companion piece  is "The Wineries of Temecula Valley Southern California Wine Country"

Temecula Valley Southern California Wine Country

Temecula Valley Southern California Wine Country is a beautiful wine region of rolling hills with high mountains forming a dramatic backdrop. More than 30 wineries thrive in this significant and diverse, appellation that is gaining well-deserved recognition for its quality, premium varietal and proprietary blended wines. A growing collection of more than 5,000 awards attests to the quality of Temecula Valley vintages.

Visitors from throughout California and beyond are attracted to this casual, picturesque valley by its natural gifts of climate and geography, its talented and gracious people, their genuine hospitality, and the entertainment and relaxed lifestyle attributes that flourish in Southern California.

Viticulture
The 33,000-acre Temecula Valley American Viticultural Area (AVA) is part of the larger, 115,200-acre South Coast AVA, the largest AVA in Southern California. Within the Temecula Valley AVA, 5,185 acres are protected in an agricultural preserve known as the Citrus/Vineyard zone. Within the CV zone, there are approximately 1,500 planted vineyard acres.

Temecula Valley Southern California Wine Country enjoys great geography, excellent soils, and an ideal climate for growing high quality wine grapes. The region's vineyard plantings grow at elevations ranging from 1,400 to 2,500 feet above sea level. Soils are granitic, a light sandy loam, that is excellent for growing high-quality grapes. Grapevines thrive in these well-drained soils that also contribute to clean, pure, varietal wine flavors. The valley's unique microclimate makes for a general pattern of morning mist, warm midday sun, cooling afternoon breezes, and cooler nights. These weather factors combined with the perfect balance of geography and soils create an ideal environment for growing high quality wine grapes.

The vineyards and wineries of Temecula Valley So Cal Wine Country host a variety of sustainable practices. Many of these practices begin in the vineyards where vine health is a precursor to wine flavors. Cover crops grow between vineyard rows to fortify soils. Daytime pest management is encouraged by Red Tail hawks; at night, by owls. At harvest time, many vineyards' grapes are picked during the cool of night and early-early morning for energy savings and the quality berries night harvesting helps ensure.

History
In 1968 and 1969, the first of Temecula Valley Southern California Wine Country pioneers had purchased acreage and planted their vineyards. In 1974, the founding of Callaway Winery marked the beginning of winemaking in the Temecula Valley.

In 1989, the cover of the April 30, edition of The Wine Spectator touted "Discovering Wine Country Two Hours From L.A." The companion article stated, "Clean air and vineyard views, new restaurants and a good bed and breakfast make the Temecula wine region a fine weekend destination." Hot air ballooning was featured and the article noted that pioneers set the stage for an influx of wineries, of which there were then 11.

Today, more than 30 wineries prosper in Temecula Valley Southern California Wine Country. Meanwhile, visitors continue to discover and return again and again, for the region's gracious and friendly wineries, excellent winery restaurants, special events and concerts, activities and adventures, and because there is always something new to see, taste, and do.

Vineyards, Wineries, and Restaurants
Vineyards naturally reveal each season throughout the year. In spring, vines bud out and begin to thrive in air refreshing and still, grass begins to grow in the rows, and many hillsides bloom with native wildflowers. In summer, vineyards are lush and green, and ocean breezes come almost every afternoon. Autumn sees the excitement of harvest; the eventual turning of vineyard leaves from golden to orange and red; and then pruning. In winter, the vines rest. Meanwhile, winery activities peak at crush time, the most exciting time of year. An ongoing tempo follows fermentation, with racking, blending, and aging.

The winery wine-tasting experience in Temecula Valley Southern California Wine Country is a very special, personal one with wines reflecting the exceptional diversity of the region. Many wineries are small and most are family-owned. Wineries are open year-round (most daily), inviting visitors to learn of their histories and to gain insight on their individual winemaking styles. A weekend wine country get-away is an obvious choice but midweek affords a more personally memorable experience and the potential chance to meet or converse with winery family members, winemakers, or other winery principals.

Visitors can also enjoy the pleasures of food and wine overlooking beautiful rolling hills and vineyards. Many wineries have restaurants where wine-country chefs expertly pair premium, award-winning wines with fresh, local, seasonal foods. Other wineries have picnic areas with panoramic views.
*Please see the companion piece, "The Wineries."

Special Events, Concerts, and Live Music
The Temecula Valley Balloon and Wine Festival, held the first full weekend in June, attracts 40,000 attendees over three days. It is one of Temecula Valley Southern California Wine Country's largest, annual, signature events with balloon glows, balloon lift-offs, wine tasting, and live entertainment.

The Temecula Valley Winegrowers Association hosts annual events including:
· World of Wine Weekend: WOW! in Temecula Valley So Cal Wine Country (first full Saturday-Sunday in March) with exclusive wine samplings and food and wine pairings.
· California Wine Month - Temecula Style! in Temecula Valley So Cal Wine Country (throughout September) with a special SIP passport
· Temecula Valley CRUSH - A Wine & Culinary Showcase in Temecula Valley So Cal Wine Country
 (weekend evening in September) with a wine and culinary showcase.
· Harvest Celebration Barrel Tasting Weekend in Temecula Valley So Cal Wine Country (first full Saturday-Sunday in November) provides food pairings with exclusive, barrel and tank samplings of finished and unfinished wines.

Wineries also host special events, concerts, live music, happy hours, winemaker dinners, cooking classes, wine appreciation classes, behind-the-scenes tours, arts and crafts fairs, blessing of the grapes, harvest and crush events, and holiday celebrations including New Year's Eve, Valentines, Easter, Mother's Day, Father's Day, and others.
*Please see the companion piece, "The Wineries," and also visit the Event Calendar at VisitTemecula.org.

Activities and Adventures
Although Temecula Valley So Cal Wine Country wineries are easy to find along Rancho California Road and the De Portola Wine Trail, local tour and transportation companies help make for a relaxed, carefree wine country tour year-round (for individuals and/or groups), including Destination Temecula, Grapeline Wine Country Tours, Executive VIP Wine Tours,  A Vineyard Tour of Temecula, Temecula Cable Car Wine Tours, and The Maxx Taxi. Others include Sunset Limousine, West Coast Chauffeur, Esquire Limousine Service, and Executive Host Limousine Service.

One of the most popular Temecula Valley So Cal Wine Country adventures is Hot Air Ballooning. Balloons lift off at sunrise year-round including holidays like New Year's Eve Day and New Year's Day, Valentine's Day, Mother’s Day, Memorial Day, Father’s Day, 4th of July, Christmas Eve Day, and others. There is exhilaration while drifting over vineyards and rolling hills with a commanding wine country view. Among local hot air balloon companies are A Grape Escape Balloon Adventure, A Balloon Adventure by California Dreamin', and A Balloon Adventure & Wine Tour by Magical Adventures.

Another way to see Temecula Valley So Cal Wine Country is by horseback. Local outfitter Wine Country Trails by Horseback offers rides through the vineyards year-round including sunset rides.

For total vintage relaxation, visitors head to The GrapeSeed Spa at South Coast Winery Resort & Spa. For re-energizing body, mind, and soul, there is nothing like the signature spa's blend of innovative, vine-based treatments, state-of-the-art fitness center, private movement studio, and secluded places to simply unwind.

Lodging within Temecula Valley So Cal Wine Country
While numerous, inviting hotels, motels, and resorts are located conveniently just off the I-15 freeway, lodging options also exist within Temecula Valley So Cal Wine Country including  La Vindemia Bed & Breakfast (2 guestooms), The Inn at Churon (22-room B & B), Loma Vista Bed & Breakfast (10 guestrooms),  South Coast Winery Resort & Spa (76 private, resort villas), and Bailey's Wine Country Escape (5 houses, 1 loft, and 1 condo).
~
Casual, picturesque Temecula Valley Southern California Wine Country is located just 1 hour from Orange County and Palm Desert, and 1 1/2 hours from Los Angeles. For more information about the three inviting destinations that contribute to a full, robust experience -- Downtown Old Town Temecula, Temecula Valley So Cal Wine Country, and Pechanga Resort & Casino -- please go to VisitTemecula.org, join "Temecula Valley Southern California Wine Country" on Facebook, and follow @Visit_Temecula on Twitter; or call 888/363-2852 or 951/491-6085.

Please note: Information is believed to be accurate but may be subject to change.
###
