MEDIA CONTACT: Kimberly Adams, President and CEO
Temecula Valley Convention & Visitors Bureau 
951/491-6085; Kimberly@TemeculaCVB.com

MEDIA PLEASE NOTE: The companion piece is "Temecula Valley Southern California Wine Country"

The Wineries of Temecula Valley Southern California Wine Country

For visitors to this prospering, wine region of more than 30 wineries, the full, robust Temecula Valley Southern California Wine Country experience includes two delightfully synergistic components: the diverse variety of quality, premium varietal and proprietary blended, award-winning wines; and the genuine, relaxed and  gracious hospitality of many talented, knowledgeable, friendly people.

From 'first generation' pioneers like Phil and Carol Baily, Joe and Nancy Hart, and Budd and Maurice Van Roekel; and at historic wineries like Callaway and Mount Palomar where the legacies lives on; to individuals like Jim Carter, Terry Delhamer, and Mike Rennie and Gary Winder; and families like the Thorntons, the Wilsons, the Stuarts, the Faulkners, the Wiens, and the Pontes; and new-generation winemakers and entrepreneurs like Nick Palumbo and Cane Vanderhoof; to so many others including winery-tasting room staffs who are part of the greater Temecula Valley So Cal Wine Country 'family' - each winery invites visitors to learn of their histories and to gain insight on their individual winemaking styles.

Alex's Red Barn Winery
951/693-3201  redbarnwine.com
Once part of the early Rancho California foundation vineyard, this 25-acre estate includes old-vine Sauvignon Blanc, old-vine Cabernet Sauvignon, old-vine Johannesberg Riesling, and other varieties. Producing handcrafted wines, the small winery is situated on rolling hills beside Long Valley Creek that flows to the Santa Margarita River. 
Amenities: Tasting room, gift shop.
Open: Weekends.

Baily Vineyard & Winery
951/676-9463; bailywinery.com
Established in 1986, Phil and Carol Baily set out to produce a small quantity of excellent wine from their own grapes to be sold primarily at the winery. Since, Baily Bordeaux varietal wines have won gold medals in all of California's major wine competitions. The Baily's believe good wine tastes better with food and food tastes better with wine. Fresh California cuisine accompanied by Baily wine at Carol's Restaurant (open Thurs-Sun) at Baily Winery is the way to experience and enjoy; dine in Bacchus Hall or on the patio, adjacent the Cabernet vines.
Amenities: Tasting room, restaurant*, gift shop, live music, special events*.
Open: Daily.
*Also in the Baily family: Baily's Fine Dining and Front Street Bar & Grill, Old Town Temecula.

Bella Vista Vineyard & Winery
951/676-5250; bellavistawinery.com
Imre and Gizella Cziraki purchased their La Cresta vineyard in 1982, the Bella Vista Vineyard in 1998, and their winery (one of the valley's first) in 2004. Imre began making wine as a child with his grandfather in Hungary. Today, Bella Vista produces a variety of wines using 80% estate grown and 20% other Temecula Valley grapes.
Amenities: Tasting room, picnic area, gift shop, live music, special events*.
Open: Daily.

Briar Rose Winery
951/308-1098; briarrosewinery.com
Les and Dorian Linkogle's quaint, historic, fairy tale, cottage-style winery is an enchanting place with fine, handcrafted, small lot, premium and artisan wines. The wine tasting experience is seated, table-service with wines like Viognier and Gewurtztraminer, the refreshing Citronier, and the wine lager, Talking Frog. 
Amenities: Tasting room, gift shop.
Open: By appointment only.

Callaway Vineyard & Winery
951/676-4001; callawaywinery.com
The valley's oldest winery first helped put Temecula Valley Southern California wines on the map in 1976 when the estate bottled, 1974 White Riesling was served to her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II at New York City's Waldorf Astoria. Her majesty, not known to be a wine drinker, requested a second glass! Then as now, the wines are well balanced, with fresh fruit flavor, round body, and crisp character, including Pinot Gris, Rosé of Sangiovese, Sauvignon Blanc, Calliope Red, and others. Dining is with vineyard views at Meritage at Callaway (open daily) where the freshest local ingredients are used to create seasonal tapas, salads, and flavorful Mediterranean entrees.
Amenities: Tasting room, complimentary tours, private tours* and wine tastings"*, restaurant*, gift shop, special events*, seasonal events with the winemaker*, weddings*.
Open: Daily.

Churon Winery
951/694-9071; innatchuronwinery.com
The Syrah wines of this intimate, boutique winery-chateau nestled atop 11 acres of hillside vineyards have repeatedly been gold medal winners. Each year new varietals are blended to produce Churon Classic White, and Churon Classic Red. Friday and Saturday evenings, 5-course wine-paired dinners are served by advance reservation.
Amenities: Tasting room, gift shop, special events*, weddings*, 22-room B & B*.
Open: Daily.

Cougar Vineyard & Winery
951/491-0825; cougarvineyards.com
With a love for Italian varietals, Rick and Jennifer Buffington are the first 'couple winemakers' in the valley. Wines are produced in small lots from single vineyards with an occasional blend like Meritage. Located on the De Portola Wine Trail, the picnic area is surrounded by olive trees and roses, and provides a view of the vineyards. 
Amenities: Tasting area, gourmet deli items, picnic area, gift shop, live music*, special events*, wedding ceremonies*.
Open: Daily.

Danza del Sol Winery
951/302-6363; danzadelsol.com
Home to exceptional Filsinger wines for 30 years, this 35-acre estate winery on the De Portola Wine Trail is dedicated to producing premium varietal and distinctive, proprietary blended wines. With a relaxed, Old World Italian countryside ambiance, the personalized tasting experience includes wines like Viognier, Tres Rose, and Tempranillo. 
Amenities: Tasting room and patio, tours*, gift shop, live music, special events*, weddings*.
Open: Daily.

Doffo Vineyard & Winery
951/676-6989; doffowines.com
Owned by Marcelo Doffo and family, this petite winery is situated on 15 acres of lush vineyards and is home to an historical landmark schoolhouse. The vineyards - where classical music is played - are meticulously cared for and handcrafted wines (like Viognier, Cabernet Sauvignon) are produced in small lots.
Amenities: Tasting room.
Open: Daily except Wednesdays, by appointment only.

Europa Village Wineries
888/383-8767; europavillage.com
With respect for the art of old world European winemaking traditions, wines are handcrafted in celebration of life's simple pleasures. C'est La Vie Wine Chateau includes wines like Chardonnay. Wines like Tempranillo from Bolero Cellars toast the Spanish zest for life; and the romance of Italian wines from Vienza include wines like Sangiovesa, and Pinot Grigio.
Amenities: Tasting room, tours*, special events*, weddings*.
Open: Daily.

Falkner Winery
951/676-8231; falknerwinery.com
Ray and Loretta Falkner's winery and restaurant are located high on a hill with a spectacular view. Premium wines are produced with outstanding varietal character from estate-grown grapes including Chardonnay, Riesling, and Merlot. The wildly popular Pinnacle Restaurant (open daily) serves American/Mediterranean cuisine and signature specialties like lobster mac and cheese, and a black angus mushroom cheeseburger.
Amenities: Tasting room, tours*, restaurant*, gift shop, live music, special events*, weddings*.
Open: Daily.

Foot Path Winery
951/265-9951; footpathwinery.com
Christine and Deane Foote's estate wines are made from 100% organically grown, California Certified Organic grapes. None of the wines - including the Merlot, Zinfandel, or Port - are filtered. This very small winery operation also includes a small Foote Path Farms-stand with fresh fruit in-season. 
Amenities: Tasting area, small gift area, small picnic area.
Open: Daily.

Frangipani Estate Winery
951/699-8845; frangipaniwinery.com
Don and Joanne Frangipani offer wine tasting in the boutique tasting room or on the patio overlooking the estate vineyard along the De Portola Wine Trail. The dynamic selection of wines includes French varietals combined with Old World, Italian styles. Wines reflect the Frangipani passion for reds.
Amenities: Tasting room and patio, picnic area, bocce ball, special events*.
Open: Daily.

Gershon Bachus Vintners
877/458-8428; gershonbachus.com
Ken and Christina Falik's 20-acre Tuscan-style estate is perched above the De Portola Wine Trail with a 360o view of wine country. Tastings (by appointment only) are seated, table-service style to allow guests to savor the limited-production varietals and limited wine series, Villa Vino white duet and Villa Vino Rosso red duet.
Amenities: Tasting room, special events*, weddings*.
Open: Daily by appointment.

Hart Winery
951/676-6300; hartfamilywinery.com
Joe and Nancy Hart planted their first vineyards in 1974, established their winery and saw their first crush in 1980. This small-scale, family-operated winery has a well-deserved collection of gold medals and a stellar array of wines to sip including Cabernet Sauvignon, Sangiovese, Meritage, Sauvignon Blanc and a famed rose'.
Amenities: Tasting area in the winery; limited picnic facilities.
Open: Daily.

Keyways Vineyards & Winery
951/302-7888; keywayswine.com
With charming ambiance, Early California style, and Terry Delhamer at the helm, warm and inviting Keyways (on the De Portola Wine Trail) has the distinction of being Temecula Valley Southern California Wine Country's first woman-owned winery. The critically acclaimed wines include Melange de Blanc, Zinfandel, Estate Syrah, Grenache, and others. 
Amenities: Tasting room, tours*, live food station weekends, gift shop, concerts*, live music, special events*, weddings*.
Open: Daily.

Leonesse Cellars
951/302-7601; leonessecellars.com
Mike Rennie and Gary Winder have a true understanding of growing high-quality wine grapes that ultimately produce wines of incredible depth and flavor. Their winery on the De Portola Wine Trail carefully crafts wines to preserve the subtle, varietal flavors and nuances; and produces critically acclaimed, exceptionally fine wines including small lots of specially selected varietals.
Amenities: Tasting room and patio, self-guided trails through the vineyards, VIP tastings* and tours*, food service weekends, gift shop, special events*, weddings*. 
Open: Daily. 

Longshadow Ranch Vineyard & Winery
951/587-6221; longshadowranchwinery.com
The relaxed atmosphere of John and Susan Brodersen's ranch, their estate grown varietal wines (like Tempranillo, Cinsault, Cabernet Franc, Petite Verdot), and massive Belgian Draft horses make this a popular Temecula Valley So Cal Wine Country stop.
Amenities: Tasting barn, picnic lawn and garden, live music, special events*, weddings*. 
Open: Daily.

Lumiere Winery
951/972-0585; lumierewinery.com
This family-owned and operated boutique winery specializes in small lots of premium, hand-crafted, Bourdeax-style wines made from grapes grown on the estate. 
Amenities: Tasting room.
Open: By appointment only.

Masia de Yabar
951/303-3860; masiadeyabarwinery.com
Founded by the Yabar family, this small winery located just off the De Portola Wine Trail is home to Spanish wines and a reflection of the owners' heritage and passion.
Amenities: Tasting room and patio.
Open: Daily.

Maurice Car'rie Vineyard & Winery
951/676-1711; mauricecarriewinery.com
Budd and Maurice Car'rie Van Roekel established their inviting, Victorian-style farmhouse winery in 1986. The winery handcrafts 14 varietals that have received hundreds of awards and accolades in a long list of competitions. The pineapple champagne garners a cult following as does the famous, baked brie in sourdough bread available at Maurice's Kitchen on the weekends.
Amenities: Tasting room, foodservice (Fri-Sun), deli items, picnic area, gift shop, arts and crafts fair (Sat-Sun), special events*, weddings*.
Open: Daily.

Miramonte Winery
951/506-5500; miramontewinery.com
Founded in 2001 by Cane Vanderhoof and later joined in ownership by a few close friends (also self-proclaimed wine geeks), the most earnest of efforts are to craft the finest wines possible. The focus is on Rhone varietals and interesting expressions of other varieties. The tasting room is casual, contemporary-chic; and the hip, wine and music events are uber popular. 
Amenities: Tasting room and terrace, live music, special events*.
Open: Daily.

Monte de Oro Winery
951/491-6551; montedeoro.com
Owned by a consortium of 67 family partners from throughout the United States, England, and South Africa, this is one of Temecula Valley Southern California Wine Country's most stunning estate wineries. In the tasting room with cathedral ceiling and unique glass floor, wines include Chardonnay, Pinot Gris, Sauvignon Blanc, Tempernillo, Merlot, and others. Monte de Oro's compelling special events garner an ever-growing group of followers.
Amenities: Tasting room and outdoor terrace/patio, gift shop, light snacks, concerts*, special events*, weddings*.
Open: Daily.

Mount Palomar Winery
951/676-5047; mountpalomar.com
In the heart of Temecula Valley Southern California Wine Country, this Early California-style winery with tasting room, vineyards, and citrus groves is situated on 315 acres. One of the valley's pioneer establishments, the tasting bars brim with award-winning wines. Shorty's Bistro (open daily) features a diverse array of authentic Mediterranean fare including freshly made hummus and stone-oven pizzas.
Amenities: Tasting room, tours*, restaurant*, gift shop, live music, special events*, weddings*.
Open: Daily

Oak Mountain Winery
951/699-9102; oakmountainwinery.com
Steve and Valerie Andrews' hillside vineyards are planted to classic Bordeaux varieties, and at their De Portola Wine Trail winery and tasting room, the wines of both Oak Mountain and Temecula Hills are tasted and sold. Among the wines are No Oak Chardonnay, Meritage, Zinfandel, Malbec, and Estate Cabernet Sauvignon.
Amenities: Tasting room, picnic area, gift shop, live music, special events*, weddings*.
Open: Daily.

Palumbo Family Vineyards & Winery
951/676-7900; palumbofamilyvineyards.com
Nicholas and Cindy Palumbo's commitment is to small lot, handcrafted, arisanal wines from grape varieties that are grown on their own property. Specializing in complex, full-bodied reds, wines include single-varietal as well as proprietary blends like Tre Fratelli. Their 13-acre, 2,500-case per year family-run winery garners a reputation for exceptional quality and their wine club is continually at capacity.
Amenities: Tasting room, picnic area, private wine dinners*, special events*.
Open: Fridays through Mondays; other days by appointment.

Ponte Family Estate Winery
951/694-8855; pontewinery.com
Grape growers in Temecula Valley Southern California Wine Country since 1984, the Ponte Family estate with its impeccable grounds is located on a 300 acre vineyard. The winery is a boutique producer, crafting a classic line of single varietals (like Pinot Grigio, Sangiovese), blends using multiple varieties (like their Super T, super Tuscan style), as well as sweet wines like Ariana, and sparkling wines like Moscato. The alfresco Restaurant at Ponte (open daily) serves delicious, casually elegant, locally grown and locally sourced, Italian-, French-, and California-inspired fare. Ponte is also warmly popular for its nearly non-stop, fun and festive, special events.
Amenities: Tasting room, tours*, restaurant*, gift shop, special events*, weddings*. 
Open: Daily.

Robert Renzoni Vineyards
951/302-8466; robertrenzonivineyards.com
Robert Renzoni's vineyards along the De Portola Wine Trail are a tribute to the history of winemaking in the Renzoni family that dates to 1886 in Italy. At the winery, the hospitality is gracious and warm with Old Country charm. Wines include Sangiovese, Vecchio Frate, Bellissiomo Fiore di Fano, Paradiso Port and others.
Amenities: Tasting room, picnic area, private gatherings*, private tastings*.
Open: Daily.

South Coast Winery Resort & Spa
951/587-9463; wineresort.com
Rooted in the celebration of sun and soil, Jim Carter established the estate vineyards of this welcoming, 39-acre, elegant resort with an award-winning restaurant, luxurious spa, and private villas as the ultimate wine country experience. The tasting room features fine wines from Southern California's South Coast appellation along with estate vineyard wines and sparkling wines. The Vineyard Rose Restaurant (open daily) serves creative California wine-country cuisine with views of the vineyards and surrounding hills. Guests also enjoy weekday happy hours, vibrant grappa cocktails, Rhythm On The Vine concerts, and a great variety of special events.
Amenities: Tasting room, behind-the-scenes tours* and tastings*, restaurant*, gift shop, concerts*, special events*, weddings*, 76 resort villas*, day spa*.
Open: Daily.

Stuart Cellars Winery
951/676-6414; stuartcellars.com
Set on a hilltop with rose beds and majestic trees, Marshall and Susan Stuart's Mediterranean-style winery boasts a 360[o degree] view. With a passion for quality reds, there is a high criterion for quality fruit and all premium wines are aged in French oak for no less than 14 months. Among the wines are LaGrein, Tatria, and Long Valley Red.
Amenities: Tasting room, picnic area, gift shop, special events*, weddings*.
Open: Daily.

Thornton Winery
John M., Sally B., and Steve Thornton's winery garners more medals than any other sparkling winery in major competitions throughout the U.S. One of Temecula Valley Southern California Wine Country's original wineries, the much-admired, majestic French-Mediterranean estate is also popular for its gourmet cuisine, Champagne Jazz concert series, and beautiful grounds. Cafe Champagne (open daily) offers indoor and patio dining with the perfect combination of French country elegance and contemporary cuisine. 
Amenities: Tasting lounge, tours*, restaurant*, gift shop, concerts*, special events*, weddings*.
Open: Daily.

Van Roekel Winery
951/699-6961; mauricecarriewinery.com
Founded in 1994, this is the sister winery to Budd and Maurice Van Roekel's Maurice Carrie Winery. The boutique establishment features VR and La Cereza premium wines. Traditional greats include Chardonnay and Zinfandel, as well as unique and distinguised varietals such as Garnacha, and an acclaimed Gewurtztraminer. There are also flirtatious sparkling wines like raspberry and orange. 
Amenities: Tasting room, deli items, picnic area, gift shop, *concerts at VR Plaza, special events*, weddings*.
Open: Daily.

Vindemia Vineyard & Winery
951/699-0601
David and Gail Bradley offer estate grown, new world class wines - like their Commonwealth Blend and Cabernet Franc - direct to wine lovers in their casual tasting environment overlooking sweeping vineyard views. 
Amenities: Tasting room, private tastings* in the rose garden, weddings*, 2-room B & B*.
Open: Fridays through Sunday.

Wiens Family Cellars
951/694-9892; wienscellars.com
The Wiens family is known for their award-winning, estate-farmed varietal wines, their "Big Reds" (Merlot, Cabernet, White Port, and others), and their down-to-earth family lifestyle. Wiens enthusiasts love the big-talent concerts, special events, and celebrations as much as the wines.
Amenities: Tasting room, cellar room seated tastings*, deli foods, picnic area, gift shop, concerts*, live music, special events*, weddings*.
Open: Daily.

Wilson Creek Winery
951/699-9463; wilsoncreekwinery.com
Like the namesake Wilson family, this is perhaps Temecula Valley Southern California Wine Country at its most friendly and fun! Home to famed almond champagne as well as a host of fine wines, Wilson Creek experiences also include intriguing behind-the-scenes tours, Sunset in the Vines jazz concerts, cigar nights, and grand occasions like New Year's Eve. At the Creekside Grille, the inspired menu features appetizers, salads, sandwiches, and seasonal specials.
Amenities: Tasting room, behind-the-scenes tours*, restaurant*, picnic area, gift shop, concerts*, live music, special events*, weddings*. 
Open: Daily.

*Reservations required or reccommended.
~
Casual, picturesque Temecula Valley Southern California Wine Country is located just 1 hour from Orange County and Palm Desert, and 1 1/2 hours from Los Angeles. For more information about the three inviting destinations that contribute to a full, robust experience -- Downtown Old Town Temecula, Temecula Valley So Cal Wine Country, and Pechanga Resort & Casino -- please go to VisitTemecula.org, join "Temecula Valley Southern California Wine Country" on Facebook, and follow @Visit_Temecula on Twitter; or call 888/363-2852 or 951/491-6085.

Please note: Information is believed to be accurate but may be subject to change.
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